
Donation fi le “Donation Ambulanz”, March 2022, Page  1 von 19

DOCUMENTATION

Donation fi le

Donation of an ambulance
vehicle to I.S.A.R Germany
With the ambulance vehicle, rescue forces located at the boarder 
of Poland and Ukraine, who are deployed in dealing with the con-
sequences of the refugee crisis resulting from the Ukraine confl ict, 
have been supported. 



ELISEUM STIFTUNG
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KEY DATA

Key data

Basel / Planken, March 2022

Donation
Ambulance vehicle 
(with full transfer of ownership)

Receiver
I.S.A.R. Germany Stiftung GmbH
Theisselmannstr. 27
D-47178 Duisburg

Purpose
For the immediate use at the border 
of Poland and Ukraine due to 
the ongoing war in Ukraine.

Donors
½  Chameleon Asset Management AG, 
Basel, Switzerland

½  ELISEUM STIFTUNG, 
Planken, Liechtenstein
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TRAVEL REPORT 

On Monday, 07th March, my colleague Alwin Ma-
chold, who is in possession of a C1 LKW drivers li-
cense, and I collected the conveyance license plate 
at the traffi c offi ce in Schafi sheim near Aarau. We 
attached it to the discarded former ambulance 
of Basel which we bought at Act Specialcar in 
Gretzenbach/AG. 

We stickered peace-stickers to the hood and doors 
of the support vehicle, a VOLVO XC90. The next day, 
on the 08 March, both cars were loaded with approx-
imately 500 Kg of auxiliary goods, medical supplies 
provided by the Iseli Hospital, consumables like dia-
pers, toothpaste, snack bars, covers and much more. 
These were collected by my offi ce neighbor Torge-
Nils Eistrup, from Physioswyss Regio-Association of 
both Basel, by means of an appeal. 

My VR &Co-Ceo Gianluca Biggi joined us in Zürich. 
We alternated driving the Volvo during the fi fteen 
hours long drive. 

Drive to Poland
We planned to drive from Basel over Austria and 
Czech Republic to Poland. In the evening, we arrived 
at the Strasser Hof Hotel in Strass near Vienna where 
we refuelled and spent the night after an exhausting 
drive which included some breaks at rest stops (we 
were not able duplicate Alwin, who was driving the 
ambulance). The hotel waived ours costs as they em-
phatically supported our campaign.  

Transfer and Delivery 
in Poland/Germany
Travel report by Carlos Zanotelli
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TRAVEL REPORT 

The next morning at 6 am, we continued our jour-
ney and soon arrived in the Czech Republic. We were 
amazed that the highways were so newly paved and 
that they were almost as nice as in Switzerland. We 
passed beautiful bridges and even an airplane muse-
um which was probably an airport that had to make 
way for the highway.

In Poland, we were greeted with a highway billboard 
stating “Solidarni z wolna Ukraina”.

We met a Ukrainian man and a Polish doctor in a 
white VW transporter and had a talk with them at a 
rest stop. The man from Kiev lost his home due to 
the bombing and has three children, which is why 
he is excused from military duty and can leave and 
reenter the country. They overtook us one more time 
and gave us a signal to take the exit. They asked us 
in a friendly manner if we could fill their 80 liter tank 
which we did. This probably lasted them all the way 
to Kiev and back. 
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TRAVEL REPORT 

Destination Lubanczow
When we arrived at our destination, the border vil-
lage Lubanczow, we were greeted by Dr. Bayer from 
the ISAR, who was responsible for the community/
town as well as the hospital management where we 
parked the ambulance and unloaded everything. Al-
win showed them how to handle the ambulance and 
after a meeting, we had a lovely dinner. 

As the hotels in town were fully occupied by Ukrain-
ian refugees due to Poland’s extraordinary helpful-
ness, which we were profoundly aware of. At around 
8pm, equipped with approximately three kilos of or-
ganic honey (a hobby of the chief rescue officer of 
the hospital), we hit the road and checked in at the 
Courtyard Marriott in Katowice in Poland at 10pm. 
The mentioning of our pro-bono mission was disre-
garded. 
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TRAVEL REPORT 

Back via Germany
At 9am, this time a little bit later, our journey contin-
ued after we caught up on sleep and had breakfast. 

Our drive led us through another route through Po-
land and Germany, past the Thyssen-Krupp Eleva-
tor Test centrum in Rottweil, which almost reached 
the sky and apparently won quite a few architectural 
awards, as well as Mercedes Sindelfingen.

On the highway, we also had a special encounter with 
an Oldtimer which grille figure I first thought was a 
Bugatti, but my investigation revealed that it was an 
ALVIS. By the way, animals were commonly used as 
grille figures but it would exceed this report to name 
them all. 

We arrived in Zurich at around 10pm and Gianluca 
was the first to be able to rest from our long journey. 
We reached Basel, our final stop, at 11pm. 

As it was my wish that the ambulance vehicle official-
ly belonged to ISAR, it had to be repatriated to Duis-
burg, Germany (headquarter of ISAR), checked and 
inspected by TÜV (technical inspection agency) in or-
der to be approved as an ambulance in Germany.  
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TRAVEL REPORT 

Final accounting
Basic cost for the ambulance	        CHF 25’000 
Reclaimable taxes MWSt.    	 – CHF 893 
German costums and 19% taxes	         CHF 5’563

Total costs	          CHF 29’670

 
All further expenses (swiss license plate and insur-
ance, fuel, hotel in Poland, highway fees in Aus-
tria and the Czech Republic, meals) in the scope of 
1’500.- were taken over by our dear office colleague 
and friend Andreas Studer.

The driver of the ambulance, Alwin Machold, partici-
pated in our mission free of charge.

Carlos Zanotelli and Gianluca Biggi were exempted 
by their employer for the social engagement. 

In the aftermath, we were surprised by the reim-
bursement obligation of the European Custom-and 
Import fees (Proper import-registration in the EU-ar-
ea and authorization as an ambulance with German 
license plates). These would have only been omitted 
if the vehicle would have been exported to a non-EU 
country (e.g. Ukraine directly). This was not possible 
anymore after ISAR Germany agreed to take over 
the vehicle, as we did not receive any answer from 
swisshelpukraine@gmail.com and the embassy in 
Bern, understandably, was not reachable by phone. 

Special thanks to the second donor
Next to Chameleon, we would like to thank our sec-
ond donor, Eliseum Stiftung, for taking over half of 
the basic costs.

Further Acknowledgements
We would also like to thank Auto Weber GmbH for 
the assumption of all further costs connected to the 
German road registration and refurbishment includ-
ing the TÜV, the fast work of www.conventzollagen-
tur.de, the main costums office in Duisburg and the 
costums office in Emmerich as well as the Traffic Li-
censing Agency which all have contributed their legal 
expertise and expeditious abilities which supported 
the success of our mission. 

Chameleon Asset Managment AG 
Theaterstrasse 4 
4051 Basel 
+41 61 633 77 77 
info@chameleon-asset.ch 
www.chameleon-asset.ch

Alessandro Leo 
Gianluca Biggi 
Alexander  Iten  
Carlos Zanotelli 
Mauro Bärtsch 
Sabine Karth 
Stephan Hebeisen  
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TRAVEL REPORT 

Travel route

Outward journey: Switzerland – Germany – Austria – Czech Republic – Poland

Return journey: Poland – Germany – Switzerland
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PICTURES AND IMPRESSIONS

Costums modalities and TÜV

Pictures and Impressions

➔

Help for Ukraine
Our client, ISAR Germany – Inter-
national Search and Rescue, has 
asked us for help on short notice. 
ISAR Germany has been gifted an 
ambulance vehicle. It will be used at 
the Polish-Ukrainian border in order 
to help people. 

The present from Switzerland 
needed the complete package 
within two days for the authoriza-
tion in Germany. 

We worked hand in hand to manage 
this mission. On Thursday, the vehi-
cle underwent a major inspection. 
The detected deficiencies were re-
paired directly. 

For the approval of the TÜV, a few 
more things had to be changed in 
order for a registration in Germany 
to be possible.

On Friday, we registered the vehicle 
at SVA Kleve while further minor 
technical changes  were simultane-
ously performed. 

We would also like to contribute so 
that ISAR Germany can continue 
providing such excellent and impor-
tant help. 

For that reason, we have decided 
to take over the costs for the work 
done as well as the TÜV and regis-
tration fees. 

Thank you very much for your work 
and much success with the new ve-
hicle. 
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PICTURES AND IMPRESSIONS

➔

Unfortunately, the peace sign did not survive the TÜV.

The Swiss emergency number 144, correctly, had to 
be removed, otherwise no one will show up in the EU.

Nevertheless, the rod of Asclepius was a challenge… 
In the end, it was allowed to stay!

The rod of Asclepius is a label of protection like the 
red cross. (You are not allowed to use that without au-
thorization either). Sounds suspicious, it is what it is. 
That’s Germany…

The rod of Asclepius is a snake-entwined staff. Origi-
nally, it was an attribute of Asclepius, who is a hero 
and god of medicine in the ancient Greek religion 
and mythology. Today, it is the symbol of medical and 
pharmaceutical status. 
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PICTURES AND IMPRESSIONS
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DOCUMENTS
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